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Life is simply comprised of
resources, for people are a re-
source and so is nature and both
are to be utilized fairly in or-
der to respond to the demands
of the community without en-
croaching upon these resourc-
es. If people are not educated
and trained well enough to
become as valuable as natural
resources, they will turn into
a burden on the community as
is the case in a number of de-
veloping countries, hence the
necessity of developing both
natural and human resources
simultaneously.

19

List of References:

Paul Baran and Suizi,
Monopolistic  Capital,
translated by Hussein
Fahmy Mustafa, Cairo,
Egyptian General Au-
thority for Composition
and Publishing, 1970.

John Steinbeck, Grapes
of Wrath, Cairo, Gen-
eral Book Authority,
2005.

Dr. Jamal Abu al-Ma-
karem, in d. Atef Keshk
Editor, Poverty of the
Environment and Pov-
erty Environment, Cai-
ro, Dar Al-Ahmadi Pub-
lishing, 1998.

Habib Maalouf, Back
in Criticism of Prog-
ress Trends, Beirut, Dar
Al-Farabi, 2010.

Dr. Roushdy Said, Riv-
er Nile, its growth and
use of water in the past
and future, Cairo: Dar

Al-Hilal, 1993.

Dr. Ramzi Zaky, Myth
of Maltese, Kuwalit,
World of Knowledge
Series, No. 83.



ment of natural resources and
for exchanging this experience
with members of other cooper-
atives working the same field.
Cooperatives are also an im-
portant tool for economic em-
powerment whether for their
members or for producers and
consumers as all become ac-
tive players in the participa-
tory markets from which mo-
nopolizing policies that bring
about impoverishment and
deprivation are excluded. This
management model hinders
the reproduction of all forms
of inequality in access to nat-
ural resources and which have
an extremely negative effect on
both the resources and the peo-
ple that rely on them.

Conclusion:

Access to natural resources
necessitates a number of mea-
sures, the most important of
which is stopping monopoliz-
ing practices by individuals or
companies. Land, seas, rivers,
and gene asset of animals and
plants are by definition com-
munal property and cannot be
controlled by a minority that
deprives the majority of access
and even if there are laws that
allow that then they are unjust
ones that need to be modified.
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Striving for fair access to nat-
ural resources is a battle be-
tween a camp that prioritizes
profit while turning a blind eye
to environmental and human
repercussions and another that
aims at achieving sustainable
development and protecting
the interests of people whose
life depends on these resources
which the first camp treats as a
commodity.

Replacing monopoly with
a participatory model is an in-
tegral part towards achieving
equality in access to natural re-
sources. Such model should be
applied throughout the different
phases of the process in which
natural sources are utilized
starting from the use of land
and water through cultivating
crops and exchanging seeds to
establishing a market in which
both producers and consumers
are granted their full rights.
This is to be done with special
emphasis on the rights of small
farmers and women, who are
usually marginalized under the
monopolizing system. Cooper-
atives play a major role in this
model since it is through them
that natural resources are man-
aged communally and exper-
tise is exchanged in a manner
that benefits members, produc-
ers, and consumers alike.



damage natural resources and
render their sustainability se-
lective since it will turn these
resources into a commodity
that is subjected to market fluc-
tuations, which will undoubt-
edly have a negative impact
on both productivity and the
people who depend of these
resources for their livelihood.
That is why adopting a partici-
patory approach based on com-
munal benefiting of natural re-
sources is what preserves the
real value of these resources
and renders this value useful to
all those linked to the resources
in addition of course to moving
beyond the commodification of
natural resources.

4/5 Open resources versus
biological piracy:

Bridging the food gap will
only be possible through mak-
ing natural resources acces-
sible for both producers and
consumers. This means that
fishermen should have access
to river and sea water and
farmers should have access to
land, which necessitates fac-
ing different forms of piracy
as manifested in the usurpa-
tion of arable land, fishing wa-
ter, or plant gene assets. In the
past, farmers exchanged seeds
freely, which allowed them to
preserve the available species

17

and come up with new ones,
which contributed to the con-
cept of diversity. In fact, many
studies note that technological
advancement is more effective
under open access to resources
since all parties are given the
chance to take part in the prog-
ress, which naturally happens
much faster in this case. This
stands in stark contrast to im-
posing patents on all renewal
sources whether land, plants,
or animals, which undermines
biological diversity, hence
jeopardizes the ecological bal-

ance.

4/6 Participatory
management of natural
resources:

Cooperatives based on free
and participatory management
constitute the basic foundation
for establishing the small pro-
duction model and for start-
ing a solidarity economy that
depends on the communal use
of natural resource and the cre-
ation of participatory markets
so that production and con-
sumption are integrated. Com-
munal ownership and common
use of natural resources in the
absence of monopolizing prac-
tices allow members of cooper-
atives to acquire the necessary
experience for the manage-



maintain a healthy soil®).

4/2 Food sovereignty versus
food security:

The concept of food sover-
eignty is one of the most con-
troversial on the global level
owing to how associated it is
with access to food security
both in terms of production
and consumption. Until now,
the Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization (FAO) does not recog-
nize the concept of food sover-
eignty and only deals with food
security, which focuses on the
quantitative dimension of food
crops and works on bridging
the food gap through a number
of modern technologies such
as genetic engineering which
increases production in a given
piece of land regardless of en-
vironmental repercussions and
the impact on the soil. Food
security, therefore, renders ag-
ricultural investment based on
increased productivity an aim
in itself.

On the other hand, food sov-
ereignty involves a set of cri-
teria that include merging the
different components which
constitute the process of pro-
ducing food within a participa-
tory framework. Such frame-

(36)  Ibid, p.62
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work encompasses the farmers’
equal access to land and water
resources and ties the farming
process with the rights of those
involved in it especially small
farmers and women as well as
making the cultivation of land
a means of providing for the
people whose lives are linked
with in a sustainable manner
and protecting this land from
the monopoly of corporations
and investors.

4/3 Usufruct versus private
property:

Usufruct is one of the most
important means of accessing
natural resources and among
the basic foundations of an al-
ternative economy. Usufruct
can apply to natural resources
such as land and water and can
be bequeathed to members of
the family that work in farm-
ing. The same can apply to
fishing rights.

4/4 Participatory markets
versus exchange markets:

Pricing natural resources is
one of the main foundations
of neoliberal production since
the value of these resourc-
es is measured based on how
much money they can get in
exchange markets. Howev-
er, such approach can, in fact,



the global average®?. Based
on this measurement, the gap
between the prints of different
countries were compared to
find out that the consumption
of each individual in northern
countries is eight times that of
the south. The ecological print
of an American citizen amounts
to 12 Earths and a French citi-
zen 8 while it drops to two in
Asia and half in Africa®3),

Fourth: Access to natural
resources:

4/1 Diversity versus
monoculture:

The majority of biologists
and ecological scientists un-
derline the benefits of diversity
as the basic source of ecologi-
cal balance and stress that the
wealth of nature and the sus-
tainability of life in it is main-
ly attributed to its diversity.
Contemporary evolutionary bi-
ologist Ernst Mayr argues that
mathematics and determinism
are not the proper approaches

(32) Samir Amin. Op. Cit.: pp.
108-109.

(33) Habib Maalouf. Moving
Backwards: A Critique of Progres-
sive Trends [Arabic]. Beirut: Bar
al-Farabi, 2010: p.54.
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to sciences like biology and
ecology and that they are to be
replaced by dynamic method-
ologies that focus on diversity
and natural selection ©4.

In addition, biological di-
versity has numerous benefit,
including for example the fol-
lowing:

- Every living creature has
a potential benefit for human
beings even if this benefit is not
known in the present. This was
demonstrated in the discovery
of the benefits of several types
of fungus and different minute
organisms that later turns into
important natural resources®).

- The absence of any
living creature can jeopardize
the ecological system. For
example, the absence of soil
bacteria affects fertility, hence
having a negative impact on
crops, the absence of certain
types of butterflies hinders the
transfer of pollen grains, hence
interrupting the pollination
process, and the absence of
some earth worms affects the
aeration and tilling of the soil,
both extremely necessary for
facilitating plant growth and to

(34) Habib Maalouf. Op. Cit.:
pp.  40-41.

(35) Atef Kishk, ed. Op. Cit.: p.
62



dropped remarkably®).

In the same context, many
promote  monoculture, or
growing a single crop in par-
ticular land, which they argue
is much more profitable and
productive than crop rotation
or sequence, also called poly-
culture. However, in 1949 and
1950 China lost 90% of its
plant gene assets and different
types of wheat and in the past
20 years Indonesia lost 1,500
local types of rice as a result of
following that model ©%. The
adoption of monoculture in the
United States in 1920s led to
tragic consequences that were
reflected on both farmers and
the land. This was expressed in
John Steinbeck’s famous novel
GrapesofWrath.)

3/2 Usufructuary value of
natural resources:

This school is founded on
the necessity of distinguish-
ing between value and wealth
when evaluating natural re-
sources since using the mar-
ket for measuring the value of

(29) Lisa H. Newton. Op. Cit.
p.192

(30) Lisa H. Newton. Op. Cit.
p.193

(€28 John Steinbeck. Grapes of
Wrath, 1939.
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these resources undermines the
natural basis of their wealth, a
concept that is totally different
from that of value.

Environmental footprint:

In 1994, a new concept
called the “ecological foot-
print” was coined by Canadian
researchers Mathis Wacker-
nagel and William Rees. The
ecological footprint is defined
as the area of land and sea bi-
ologically required for the sus-
tainable survival of human
beings. This footprint was
used to measure environmental
damage, called “environmental
footprint.” Wackernagel and
Rees also developed a system
of measurement that compares
the consumption of communi-
ties/countries to their ability
at renewal. They reached the
conclusion that the vital ability
of the planet equals 2.1 plan-
et Earths per person, which
meant that in the mid-1990s
13.2 planet Earths were avail-
able for 6.3 billion people.
However, average consump-
tion during the same period
was estimated at 2.7 planet
Earths with a major discrep-
ancy between developed and
developing countries with the
former consuming four times



resources are to be made avail-
able in exchange markets then
calculating their price based on
their value in the market in or-
der to reach a fair price. This
means that land resources,
fisheries, and pollution rights
among others can be offered in
the market or in auctions®’),

Janet N. Abramovitz criti-
cizes this approach by arguing
that the value of natural re-
sources differs from one place
to another and depending on the
people that are in direct contact
with these resources. This, she
adds, would eventually lead
to having different values for
the same item®®). Forests, for
example, can be seen to have
little economic value even
though they are of extreme im-
portance to the ecosystem and
to human beings since they
constitute the natural habitat of
insect pollinators and serve as
a reservoir of pharmaceutical
materials that protect poten-
tial life. Added to this is their
role in controlling floods and
winds, protecting the soil from
erosion and increasing its fer-

(27) Samir Amin. Egypt’s Revo-
lution and the Global Crisis [Arabic].
Cairo: Dar Ain, 2011: pp. 112-13.

(28) Lisa H. Newton. Business
Ethics and the Natural Environment,
2005, p. 189.
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tility, maintaining the ecologi-
cal balance through the photo-
synthesis process that produces
oxygen and absorbs carbon di-
oxide, and slowing down glob-
al warning. Such benefits are
technically priceless and their
value cannot be calculated ac-
cording to standard econom-
ic rules, hence the difficulty
in determining the price of
forests through the tradabili-
ty approach. The only way to
determine the price of forests
through traditional means is to
uproot the trees and sell their
wood or construct fisheries or
residential units on the land,
which again is not possible.

Several examples from
across the world reflect how
tricky it is to deal with natu-
ral resources commercially. In
the 1970s and 1980s, Bangla-
desh opened large markets for
selling frogs legs, which led
to a remarkable increase in the
number of insects frogs used to
feed on. This, in turn, led to a
25% increase in insecticide im-
ports so that by 1989 Bangla-
desh had spent on 30 million
dollars on insecticides, which
was three times the amount it
earned from exporting frogs
legs. When the frogs’ legs mar-
ket closed, frogs went back to
their natural numbers and the
money spent on insecticides



lands are given to investors.
In 1970, 40% of state-owned
land, originally estimated at
828,000 hectares, was given
away. Meanwhile, 336 compa-
nies with national or joint cap-
ital control 240,000 hectares
of the remaining 500,000 and
those companies only employ
12,000 farmers 3. Another
aspect of unequal access to ar-
able land is manifested in the
fact that 1% of the owners of
more than 100 hectares control
22% of the total land resourc-
es while 54% of farmers in
Tunisia cultivate 11% of ara-
ble land. As for women, the
percentage of owners does not
exceed 9% who cultivate only
4% of the total arable land®¥.

In Lebanon, according to
2010 census®), 68% of farmers
cultivate 18% of the total ara-

(23) Abdullah bin Saeid. “The
Progress of the Economic Process in the
Agriculture Sector from the Economic
Reform Program till the Present
[Arabic].” Unpublished paper. Tunisian
General Labor Union, 2015.

(24) “Survey of Structural

Data on Use of Arable Land (1995-
2005) [Arabic].” The General
Administration of Agricultural Studies
and Development, Tunisian Ministry of
Agriculture.

(25) “2010 Agricultural Census
[Arabic].” Lebanese Ministry of
Agriculture and FAO.
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ble land and their lands do not
exceed 10 Dunams each while
26% cultivate 41% of the total
land and their lands do not ex-
ceed 40 Dunams each. On the
other hand, 4% cultivate 18%
of arable and their lands are
estimated at 40-100 Dunams
each and 2% cultivate 33% of
the land and their lands exceed
100 Dunams each®9).

Egypt, Tunisia, and Leba-
non have an issue of crop seed
monopoly as international seed
companies control more than
70% of the seed market in the
three countries. This particu-
larly applies to companies like
Monsanto and Syngenta.

Third: Approaches to tack-
ling natural resources:

3/1 The tradability approach:

Economic theories that at-
tempt to estimate the value of
natural resources differ in their
approach. Some schools ar-
gue that it is necessary to set
a price to those resources and
that this will not be possible
except through utilizing their
exchange value based on the
assumption that they can be
tradable. This means natural

(26)  Ibid.



increased to 1:20 in the present
time("®. Ongoing desertifica-
tion and is expected to reduce
productivity rates across the
globe, hence leading to a re-
markable drop in growth rates.

The same applies to three
million hectares of pasture-
land, 1,710 million hectares
of rainfed cropland, 27 million
hectares of irrigated land in ad-
dition to the extreme draining
offisheries on the global level )
. This is the result of a num-
ber of factors, among which is
acid rain that damages forests
and lakes as well as increases
the percentage of carbon diox-
ide in the atmosphere, which in
turn leads to the gradual tem-
perature increase across the
world.

Second: Environmental re-
sources regionally:

Monopoly of natural re-
sources in the Arab region is
one the main aspects of im-
posing neoliberal policies that
serve the interests of multina-
tional corporations or local and
regional agents that work for

(18) Atef Kishk, ed. Op. Cit.: p.
42

(19) “Our Common Future.”
Op. Cit. p. 27.
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them. Countries in the Gulf re-
gion monopolize, for example,
large swathes of land, both for
agricultural and urban purpos-
es. In Egypt, 3% of agricultur-
al capitalists monopolize 37%
of arable land in the country
while 8% of women farm 7%
of arable land®”). This unequal
distribution was part of the
restructuring of the agricul-
ture sector in Egypt through
issuing law number 96 for the
year 1992 on the liberation of
tenant-owner relationship in
arable lands. This law aimed at
concentrating land ownership
to encourage large-scale com-
mercial agriculture in order to
make more profit. This had a
negative impact of small farm-
ersas around 431,000 tenants")
who financially supported an
estimated two million were
forced to leave the land they
cultivated, hence resulting in
the rise of the number of farm-
ers without land to one mil-
lion®?),

In Tunisia, many arable

(20) “Agricultural Census.”
Cairo: Ministry of Agriculture, 2009-
2010.

21 “Agricultural  Census.”
Cairo: Ministry of Agriculture, 1989-
1990.

(22) “Agricultural
2009-2010.  Op. Cit.

Census.”



the same conditions that trig-
ger a growth in hunger and
mal-nutrition still persist.

1/2/2 Growing poverty rates:

In 1999, 2.8 billion people
lived on less than two dollars
per day, including 1.2 billion
who lived on less that one
dollar per day. South Asia is
considered the poorest region
in the world with 490 million
living on an average one dollar
per day, followed by sub-Saha-
ran Africa where 300 million
live on the same amount then
East Asia and the Pacific ex-
cept China(®,

1/2/3 Unequal distribution of
resources:

The 1992 Human Develop-
ment Report stated that in 1960,
rich countries were 30 times
richer than poor countries, yet
this gap increased to 150 times
in the 1990s and is irrevers-
ible (9. The report highlight-
ed growing income inequality
on the international level since
the income that the richest 1%
get is equal to that of the poor-

(15) “Human Development Re-
port.” The United Nations Develop-
ment Program, 2002.

(16) “Human Development Re-
port.” The United Nations Develop-
ment Program, 1992.
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est 57%. In the United States,
the income of the richest 10%
is equal to that of the poorest
43%, which means that the in-
come of 25 million Americans
is equal to that of around two
billion of the world’s popula-
tion. The same report notes that
the income of the world’s rich-
est 5% is 114 times higher than
that of the poorest 5%. The sit-
uation was aggravated starting
2016 when 1% of the world’s
population turned out to own
half of the world’s wealth(!"),

1/2/4 Environmental
encroachment:

There are several manifes-
tations of environmental en-
croachment that are triggered
by unequal distribution of re-
sources across the world. This
is mainly demonstrated in the
desertification of millions of
hectares of land in addition to
more than 10 million hectares
of forests that are destroyed on
annual basis. Meanwhile, only
an average of a million hectare
of trees are planted every year
with a ratio of 1:10 in compar-
ison to the number of trees in
the past. This ratio has, in fact,

(17) “World Social Science Re-
port.” International Social Science
Council and UNESCO, 2016. http://
WWW.UNEesco.org



the spread of hunger across the
planet in addition of course to
the marginalization of a large
segment of the world’s popu-
lation.

That is why while the world
is going through a phase of re-
markable affluence; it is also
suffering from remarkable
scarcity with more than 1.3
billion people categorized as
poor in 2012 ® and estimated
at the time to reach 1.9 billion
in 2014©). Meanwhile, there
is technically enough food for
every single inhabitant on the
planet. In 1985, the world pro-
duced around 500 kilograms
per person of seeds and root
crops, yet around 730 million
people still suffered from hun-
ger9),

Between 1950 and 1985,
production of seeds increased
from 700 million tons to 1800
with an annual growth rate of
around 2.7%"). To protect prof-

(®) Atef Kishk, ed. Poverty of
the Environment and the Environ-
ment of Poverty [Arabic]. Cairo: Dar
al-Ahmadi for Publication, 1988:
p-17.

%) “Our Common Future.”
United Nations World Commission
on Environment and Development,
198, p.179.

(10)  TIbid, p.179.
(11)  Ibid, p. 180.

it rates, production of seeds
started dropping so that by year
2000 it did not exceed 1850
million tons (!? with a limited
growth rate that did not exceed
1% for 15 whole years.

This led to the fact that
around 30% of the world’s
population are currently suffer-
ing from mal-nutrition since
826 million people are suffer-
ing from food shortage. De-
spite the drop of this number to
797 million in 2014, the world
is still capable of producing
what is enough for the seven
billion that inhabit the planet.
In fact, it is possible to produce
food for 12 billion people.!®

In its report entitled “Our
Common Future,” the United
Nations World Commission
on Environment and Develop-
ment argued that the spread of
hunger on a large scale across
the world is not the result of
food shortage, but is rather at-
tributed to the poor’s lack of
purchasing power (4. Even
though 40 years have passed
since this report was released,

(12) “The State of Food and Ag-
riculture”, FAO, Rome, 2001, p.15.

(13) FAO, https://ar.wikipedia.
org/wiki

(14) “Our Common Future.” Op.
Cit. p.42.



324,000 hectares in Pakistan
while one of the Egyptian
companies controls 840,000
hectares in Uganda. In South
America Guernsey and Global
Farming Limited control one
million and 230,000 of arable
lands in Argentina, Uruguay,
and Paraguay®).

In the same context, the
demand on food, fodder, and
other forms of organic material
extracted from plants in addi-
tion to strategic resources such
as minerals and wood increase
the usurpation of land on the in-
ternational level. According to
GRAIN Organization and the
Polaris Institute, international
investors aimed at controlling
50-80 million hectares of the
global South. Two thirds of
land deals in Africa take place
south of the Sahara. In 2006,
14 million hectares—around
1% of the total arable land—
were used in the production of
bio fuel. A study predicts that
by 2030, 35-54 million hect-
ares—that is 2.5-3.8% of ara-
ble land—will be used for the
production of bio fuel®),

(5) GRAIN, ODDO Securities,
ETC Group, 2012.

(6) GRAIN, ODDO Securities,
ETC Group, 2012.

1/1/3 Plant seeds:

A few companies monopo-
lize the seed market, which in
2009 was estimated at 27.400
billion dollars. The world’s 10
biggest seed companies mo-
nopolized in 2009 74% of the
market, compared to 67% in
2007. Sales of this market were
estimated at more than 20 bil-
lion dollars in 2009. It is note-
worthy that only three of the 10
companies control 53% of the
seed market, on top of which
is, the American Monsanto.

1/2 Monopoly and growing
poverty rates:

1/2/1 Excessive consumption
and extreme hunger:

While 20% of the world
population consume 70-80%
of the world’s resources, 80%
of the population consumes
only 20% of these resources.
In addition, industrial coun-
tries control 75-80% of natu-
ral resources, including forests
and water, in different parts of
the world through multination-
al corporations (), which hin-
ders free and equal access to
these resources, hence leading
to growing poverty rates and

(7 “Justice in a Fragile World.”
Op. Cit. p.22.



profit while totally disregard-
ing the negative impact this
has on both the resources and
the people who benefit from
them ©).

1/1 Monopolizing natural
resources:

Monopolizing natural re-
sources takes several shapes,
some of which will be tackled
here in brief to demonstrate the
impact such monopolies have
on both the environment and
the society.

1/1/1 Water resources:

There are 10 companies
that control water resourc-
es across the world. The two
French companies Veolia and
Suez occupy the first and sec-
ond positions with investments
that exceed 67 billion dollars
while the third position is oc-
cupied by the American ITT
with investments estimated at
11 billion dollars. The Brit-
ish companies Severn Trent,
United Utilities, and Thames
Water occupy the fourth, fifth,
and sixth positions with invest-
ments estimated at 9 billion

3) “Justice in a Fragile World.”
Memorandum of the World Summit
on Sustainable Development, Johan-
nesburg, 2002. Heinrich B6ll Foun-
dation.

dollars followed by two Amer-
ican companies: American Wa-
ter in the seventh position (2.5
billion dollars) and GE Water
in the eighth position (2.4 bil-
lion dollars). The ninth posi-
tion is occupied by the Japa-
nese Kurita Water Industries (2
billion dollars) and the tenth by
the American Nalco Company
(1.7 billion dollars)®.,

1/1/2 Land resources:

A number of companies
have lately been getting hold
of lands in foreign countries,
which is the case of the Sau-
di-affiliated Pharos Invest-
ment and Emirati and Egyptian
companies that control 30 mil-
lion hectares in Sudanese ter-
ritories. In 2010, the Chinese
Southern Africa Company con-
trols 12,800 million hectares in
Congo and the Saudi Bin Lad-
en Company controls 2,100
hectares in Indonesia. In 2007
and 2008, the Chinese com-
pany ZTE controlled around
two million hectares in Laos
and the Philippines. In 2008,
the Swedish-Saudi company
controlled 900 thousand hect-
ares in Tanzania and in 2009,
the Emirati Abraj controlled

4) “World’s 10 Largest Water
Companies.” ETC group, January 18,
2012:  https://goo.gl/ysIWhT



number of models in the man-
agement of environmental re-
sources and to benefit from the
comparative approach. The pa-
per will make use of data that is
available in secondary sources
as well as collected via field re-
search.

Pivots of the study:

The study will focus on a
number of pivotal points:

First: The reality of environ-
mental resources on the inter-
national level through exam-
ining the main approaches to
resource management as well
as surveying the dominant dis-
courses in this regard.

Second: The reality of en-
vironmental resources on the
regional level.

Third: Two main approaches
to the management of resourc-
es: the exchange approach and
the usufruct approach

Fourth: An introduction into
equal access to resources

First: Environmental re-
sources internationally:

“Poverty grows in step
with affluence,” said Ameri-
can economists Paul Baran and

Paul Sweezy!) in what can be
considered the best statement
on the contradictions inherent
in the reality of the economic
crisis through which the world
is currently going. In fact, there
is no actual shortage in resourc-
es, for the available resources
are capable of catering to the
needs of the earth’s population.
In the 19" century, economist
Robert Malthus warned that
resources would no longer be
capable to meet the needs of
the population since the first
increases at an arithmetic rate
of 1, 2, 3, 4... etc. while the
second increases at a geomet-
ric rate of 2, 4, 8, 16, 32...
etc. . However, such predic-
tions were deemed impossible
since production technologies
proved capable of satisfying
the needs of the population
across the world. However, it
is in the best interest of many
entities to keep promoting this
theory in order to justify their
constant attempts at monopo-
lizing resources whereas their
main purpose is maximizing

) Paul A. Baran and Paul M.
Sweezy. Monopoly Capital: An Es-
say on the American Economic and
Social Order (1966).

2) Ramzy Zaki. “The Popu-
lation Problem and the Neo-Malthu-
sian Myth [Arabic].” Kuwait: Aalam
al-Marifah Series, issue no. 83.



Introduction

The environment is among
the most vital sectors that are
constantly being subjected to
monopoly and control attempts
by multi-nationals that aim at
integrating environmental re-
sources such as land, water,
and renewable energy into neo-
liberal markets. In doing so,
those corporations aim at turn-
ing resources from services
whose main purpose is serving
citizens into commodities that
should yield profit, hence put-
ting pressure on locals whose
livelihood depends on those re-
sources and triggering a major
deterioration in the living con-
ditions of farmers, fishermen,
shepherds, and others.

The aim of the paper: The
paper attempts to envision a
model for managing environ-
mental resources within the
framework of an alternative
economy.

Hypotheses of the paper:

The paper is founded on the
following hypotheses:

- Equal access to resourc-
es i1s among the basic require-
ments of social justice since
discrepancies are bound to
destabilize the economic con-
ditions of social segments that
depend for their livelihood on
these resources.

- The more integrated envi-
ronmental resources are in the
market, the less their economic
value.

- A rise in the monopoly
of environmental resources is
accompanied by, a drop in the
sustainability levels of these
resources.

Methodology:

The paper tackles the
above-mentioned hypotheses
through studying the reality of
environmental resources and
their management on the inter-
national level and the way this
is reflected on the regional and
local levels. This will be done
through examining different
approaches to the management
of environmental resources
and the dominant discourses in
this field. The paper will also
employ the case study meth-
odology in order to look at a
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