
 

 

 

 

200

The L
“Mah
A cat

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

08 

Labor 
hala‐ E
talyst f

 

Move
EL Kob
for Po

By: Nad

ement
bra” in
olitica

ine Abd

Arab Forum 
ات

t of 
n Egyp
l Chan

alla 

for Alternativ
ئل العربي للدراسا

pt: 
nge?

ves (AFA) 
البدائل منتدى  

 

  



P

N

P

M

R

M

 

In

 

prote

decad

“Mah

know

its ve

Weav

(Sher

ignite

Maha

histor

effect

that t

despi

Land

Dece

Strike

Comp

gover

days,

The

aper present

Nadine ABD

hd Research

Member of A

Research Ass

Méditérranee

ntroduction

During th

station mov

des:  The “

hala EL Kob

wn by its big

ery long hi

ving” (Sherk

rket El Mah

ed there, jus

alla workers

ry of the re

t", crossing 

the number 

ite the fact th

d center for 

mber 2006 

e) more tha

pany”, witne

rnment to a

, before the

 Labor Mo

A 

ted by: 

DALLA 

her at “Insti

Arab Forum

sociates at C

ens (CERMA

n:  

he last years

ement, Egyp

“Mahala EL

bra” city is o

g Company c

istory of m

ket Masr lel

hala). After 

st after the b

’ strike of D

ecent protest

different se

of protesta

hat we witne

Human Ri

(1st “Mahala

an 198,414 

essed one of 

chieve parti

e interventio

ovement o

 catalyst fo

itut d’Etude

m for Altern

Centre d’Etu

AM), in Genè

 

s, and in the

pt has witnes

L Kobra” la

one of the m

constituted f

militancy: It’

l Ghazl wel 

around 18 

big strike o

December 20

tation move

ectors of the

ation acts in

essed only 2

ighti. Thus, 

a” Strike) to

workers to

f its more org

ially the wor

on of the c

2

f “Mahala-

or Political

es Politiques

natives (AFA

udes et de re

ève. 

 

e context of

ssed one of 

abor’s move

most importa

from 24 000

’s “The Egy

Nasig), also

years of pa

f December

06 can be se

ement in Eg

e economy a

ncreased from

202 protestat

in the nine

o the 23rd  o

ook strike 

ganized and 

rkers claims

chairman o

- EL Kobra

l Change? 

s (IEP) de G

A) research 

echerches su

f an increas

the largest s

ement. Som

ant industria

0 workers, an

ypt Compan

o called “Th

assivity, the

r 2006. Inde

een as a majo

gypt, as it p

and industri

m 266 in 2

tion acts in 2

e-month per

of September

actions.ii In

successful s

s. A strike t

f the pro-

a” in Egypt

 

Grenoble” i

team in  C

ur le Monde

  

ing number

social movem

mething wort

al cities in E

nd famous b

ny for Spin

he Mahala C

labor move

eed, the thre

or turning po

produced a 

es. Thus, w

2006 to 614

2005, accord

riod From t

r 2007 (2nd 

n 2007, “EL

strikes as it p

that continue

government

t: 

in France, 

Cairo and 

e Arabe et 

r of social 

ments in 5 

th noting, 

Egypt. It is 

because of 

nning and 

Company” 

ement has 

ee-days of 

oint in the 

"spillover 

we can see 

4 in 2007, 

ding to the 

the 7th of 

“Mahala” 

L Mahala 

pushed the 

ed for six 

t General 



Feder

wage

the n

the p

irrele

the c

the al

for th

work

follow

chan

in 2 s

famo

secon

the ob

realit

I

have 

agree

Howe

“Mah

impo

1

 

Febru

a min

the d

Egyp

conse

welco

transp

ration of Eg

e with the in

negotiation th

pressure was

evant becaus

ompany, an 

lignement of

he other on

kers. In this 

wing questio

ge? In order

sections: 1-

us 6th of Ap

nd section, a

bstacles that

ty. 

1) The  F

In this conte

decided to d

ed on the fac

ever, the no

hala” to the

rtant in Egyp

1-1) How wa

 Th

uary manifes

nimum wage

decision of t

ptiv. Indeed, 

equently to t

omed it, co

position of t

gyptian Trad

flation, one 

hat followed

s more on th

se it sheds li

issue that w

f the wages 

ne, direct ec

context of 

on arises: C

r to give an 

In the 1st on

pril 2008 str

and further to

t prevent this

Famous 6th 

ext of a parti

declare a str

ct that April

ovelty of thi

e national l

pt since 197

as it transpo

his transposi

station insid

e increase to

the National

this manif

the cause of 

onsidering it

the strike ev

de Unions (

of the more

d the strikeiii

he direct ec

ight on the d

will be impo

with the infl

conomical b

the “Mahala

Can this mo

answer to th

ne, we will tr

rike, and the

o our empha

s labor move

of April 200

ial realizatio

rike on Apri

l 6th was th

s strike com

level. 2- Th

75.  

osed to the n

ition happen

e the Compa

o 1200 Egyp

l Council fo

festation gav

f “Mahala” w

t a special 

vent to the p

3

(GFETU).  

e imortant w
i, as there w

conomical be

different lea

ortant for ou

lation was an

benefits are 

a” labor mo

ovement be

hat question

ry to do a sh

e results and

asize to those

ement from 

08 Strike: 

on of the wo

il 6th. Since

he day of the

mes from tw

he popular 

 

national lev

ned through 

any that was

ptian Pound

or wages co

ve a nation

workers. The

moment fo

popular inter

However, th

wrokers’ claim

was no real p

enefits. Inde

aders positio

ur analyses. 

n essentiel c

more impo

ovement pot

e a real cat

n, our presen

hort analytic

d dynamics i

e dynamics, 

being transf

orkers' dema

e January, th

e strike insid

wo facts: 1- 

uprising it 

 

vel?  

2 essential e

s organized i

ds for all wo

oncerning th

nal look to 

e Cairo left-

or the labor 

rnet website 

he aligneme

ms was not 

pressure to a

eed, this res

ns and visio

Hence, for 

claim, on the

ortant to ga

ency and im

talyst for a

ntation will b

cal presentat

it generated.

we will try t

formed into 

ands, the lab

he leaders ha

de Mahala C

Its transmis

generates, 

  

events: 1- T

in the aim of

orkers, the d

he minimum

the wage 

wing circles

movementv

« Facebook

ent of the 

tackled in 

achieve it, 

sult is not 

ons within 

one camp 

e contrary, 

ain for the 

mpact, the 

a political 

be divided 

tion of the 

 2- In the 

to analyze 

a political 

or leaders 

ad already 

Company. 

sion from 

the most 

The 17th of 

f claiming 

day before 

m wage in 

issue and 

s certainly 
v. 2- The 

k », on the 



22nd 

leade

all of

expre

virtua

Broth

party

confe

conte

move

work

have 

barra

docum

the l

mobi

these

sign t

chairm

 

 

then 

on th

at the

of th

when

waitin

demo

Comm

most 

price

determ

reacti

peopl

of March, t

ers call, by c

f Egypt as a

ess the peop

al participan

herhood and

y “El A’ama

erring it a po

ext, it is nec

ement "Kefa

kers. This pr

transformed

acks, but als

ment in whi

labor move

lization, the

 demands to

the documen

man to achie

1-2) The 

Unlike oth

aborted it un

e 6th and the

e security gu

e 6th and 7th

n the 6th of 

ng for an ev

onstrating th

mittee of po

political pa

s and seein

mined to dem

ion in “Mah

le maintain w

through a gr

reating a gro

a way of exp

ples anger b

nts in that g

d the traditi

l”, the party

olitical poten

cessary to po

aya" and the

ropaganda h

d the Comp

o urged the

ch they conf

ement with 

 latter only 

o achieve a p

nt have thus

eve some of 

popular Up

her Egyptian

nder pressur

e 7th of April

uards. In this
h of April a

April came

vent. 2) The

hanks to the

olitical partie

arties since 

ng that the 

monstrate an

hala” canno

with the “M

roup of you

oup on Faceb

pressing sol

because of r

group has re

onal politic

y “Karama”,

ncy and cons

oint out that

e other poli

has not only

pany in part

e GFETU ch

firm dissolv

its econom

stifled the la

political age

s justified the

f their deman

prising and 

n cities, in “

re, thousand

l. Even, “Ma

s context, we

as follows: 1

e, the inhab

e inhabitants

e manifestati

es in “Maha

2006x. 3) T

workers ha

nd were just 

ot be unders

ahala” Comp

4

ung people, w

book in whi

lidarity with

rising prices

eached 70 0

al parties, t

, the party “W

sequently a 

t the propag

itical parties

y attracted th

ticular and 

hairman, to 

ving the 6th o

mical claim

abor movem

enda. Indeed

eir position,

ndsix.  

its reasons:

“Mahala”, th

s of people 

ahala” citizen

e can analyz

1) The med

bitants of “M

s of “Mahala

ion more or

ala” which a

These people

ave dissolve

waiting for 

stood withou

pany worker

who decided

ich they ask 

h the worker

s in Egyptvi

000 persons

the moveme

Wasat” has 

large weigh

anda done b

s was not in

he state- se

the city in 

force the la

of April strik

ms fostered 

ment demand

d, the five lea

 by the agre

 

he city that d

came out in

ns did not he

ze the reason

ias effect an

Mahala” we

a” had alrea

r less regula

a committee 

e, greatly fru

ed their stri

the first sign

ut knowing 

rs: At “Maha

d to transfer

for a genera

rs in particu
i. The numb

s. Unlike th

ent "Kefaya

adopted this

ht in the med

by “Faceboo

n the intere

curity appar

general into

abor leaders 

keviii. That is

a kind of

s, because it

aders that ac

eement of th

  

  

declared the 

n huge demo

esitate to thr

ns for the hu

nd its impac

ere all mobi

ady taken th

arly organiz

that is cons

ustrated by 

ikes, were 

nal.xi Indeed

the relation

ala”, in most

r the labor 

al strike in 

lar and to 

ber of the 

e Muslim 

" and the 

s claim, vii 

dia. In this 

ok" youth, 

sts of the 

ratus who 

o military 

to sign a 

s to say, if 

f national 

t based on 

ccepted to 

he GFETU 

strike and 

onstrations 

row stones 

uge events 

ct. Hence, 

ilized and 

e habit of 

ed by the 

stituted by 

the rising 

thus very 

d, the huge 

nship, the 

t families, 



we o

natur

one h

Comp

place

defen

abort

of se

provo

2

A

gener

abilit

move

1)

If

not to

move

The p

exten

arrest

mana

get in

these

2)

  

allian

betwe

absen

move

coalit

was o

often find on

ral social bon

hand and the

pany was es

e that militat

nder of the w

ted its strike

ecurity force

ocations gath

2- Why Did

Reality?

After presenti

rated, we wi

ty of the la

ements in Eg

) The Egyp

f the Egypti

olerate that 

ement in « M

pressure put

nsive and sev

ts that follo

aged to force

n touch with

 movements

) Lack of c

As menti

nce, howeve

een the polit

nce of the 

ements have

tions with st

obvious in o

ne or two m

nd was there

e inhabitant

stablished in 

te for the vio

workers’ righ

, this would 

es did not h

hered and de

d the “Mah

 

ing the “Ma

ill try in thi

abor movem

gypt in gener

ptian Regim

an regime c

those claims

Mahala » an

t on the lab

vere security

owed in the

e this protest

h politicians

s and the pol

coalition bet

ioned in the

er saying tha

tical forces a

political op

e confirmed

trong civil o

other politic

members wo

efore establis

s of the city

the collectiv

olated rightsx

hts in particu

result in do

hesitate to 

emonstrated.

hala” Labor

ahala” labor m

is part, to br

ment in “M

ral to be tran

me Policy:

could tolerat

s generate in

nd other pro

bor leaders 

y presence o

e other han

tation movem

, whereas n

litical system

tween the la

e first point

at, would n

and the labor

pposition as

d, that socia

or political a

cal experienc

5

orking in thi

shed betwee

y on the oth

ve memory 
xii. Thus, if t

ular and of t

oubling the f

provoke the

.xiii  

r Movement

movements 

riefly analyz

Mahala” in p

nsformed int

 

te these kind

nto political

otestation m

to sign the 

on the day of

nd, states th

ments to be a

ormally the 

m. 

abor movem

t, the regim

not present a

r movement 

s well. How

al movemen

allies, if they

ces such as 

is company.

en the worke

her hand. Ind

of “Mahala”

the “Mahala

the people of

frustration.  4

e people wh

t not Trans

recent strike

ze the 3 obs

particular an

to a political 

d of econom

 demands. T

movements u

document i

f April 6th a

hat fact. He

apolitical, by

later should

ment and the

me does not 

a complete 

is also absen

wever, sever

nts need to 

y want to pu

the Brazilia

 Hence, ove

ers of the Co

deed, since 

” citizens as 

a” Company,

f “Mahala” 

4) The large

ho, after co

form into a

es and the dy

stacles that h

nd other pr

reality: 

 

mic demands

This is what

nderstand  v

in one hand

as well as th

ence, the re

y obliging th

d be the link

e political fo

tolerate thi

analysis. An

nt because o

ral studies 

build netw

ush for chang

an labor mov

er time, a 

mpany on 

1975, the 

being the 

, the great 

in general 

e presence 

onsecutive 

a Political 

ynamics it 

hinder the 

rotestation 

s, it could 

t the labor 

very well. 

d, and the 

e wave of 

egime has 

hem not to 

k between 

orces: 

is kind of 

n alliance 

of the very 

on social 

works and 

gexiv. This 

vement in 



1970 

peasa

certai

forma

an all

failed

them

leftist

that t

first t

woul

one c

oppo

suppo

his o

solida

leade

3)

T

1)

“Leag

under

achie

in the

radica

mainl

for c

priori

milita

woul

critic

it rea

indee

suffer

and 1980, w

ants’ social 

inly obviou

ation of Soli

liance explai

d to establi

selves. Inde

t parties, the

the chairman

to declare he

d be mainly

can easily sa

sition is onl

ort the labor

own politica

arity with th

ers are trying

) Contradi

The labor lea

) The first, i

gue of tex

rground orga

eved otherwi

e textile sect

al in its po

ly organised

claiming the

ity to satisfy

ant actions a

d rather see 

ism of this c

ally possesse

ed a legitim

red by work

which succe

movement

s also in th

idarity, the m

ins why the 

ish a struct

eed, “Mahal

e traditional 

n of the “Tag

e was again

y established

ay that the g

ly present v

r movement,

al agenda. T

he workers, 

g very hard to

ictory logics

ders are actu

is the one w

tile” « Rab

anization est

ise-  is to bu

tor in Egypt,

osition vis-à

d the 17th of 

e minimum 

y workers' ec

a political as

their econom

camp is that 

es the means 

mate and int

kers, on the 

eeded to form

ts. Successf

he Polish ca

motor of cha

consecutive 

tural chang

la” strikes s

allies of the 

gamoaa’” pa

st the establ

d in solidarit

eneral strike

irtually. A g

 the other ju

The political

while solida

o distance th

s of militanc

ually divided

who has a lef

etat EL Gh

tablished in 

ild a league 

, starting wit

-vis the gov

f February 20

wage. Whil

conomic dem

spect. Hence

mic demand

though it ha

to achieve i

elligent clai

contrary, th

6

m a coalition

ful alliances

ase where th

ange in Pola

 strikes of “M

ge, even reg

since 2006 h

labor movem

arty, the larg

lishment of a

ty with the 

e on April 6t

group of op

ust tried to u

l forces trie

arity does no

heir involvem

cy between 

d in two cam

ftist orientat

hazl we AL

2007, the id

that would i

th those of «

vernment. C

008 manifes

le the labor

mands, their 

e, their spee

ds achieved, 

as progressiv

it. Thus, if th

im, as it wo

e labor mov

n with leftis

s as cataly

hose coaliti

and. In Egyp

Mahala” wo

garding the

have receiv

ments. Some

gest leftist pa

a general str

Mahala wor

th merely sh

position wa

se it as "Troj

ed to declar

ot exist in re

ment in polit

the labor m

mps:  

tion. It is ess

L Nasig »

dea of the la

include with

« EL Mahala

Certainly, it 

station -alrea

r leaders of 

ideological o

ech seems di

to see an id

ve vision, it i

he claim of a

ould end th

vement in “M

st parties and

st for chan

ions generat

t, the absenc

orkers since 2

e workers c

ved no help 

ething worth

arty in Egyp

rikexv, while

rkers. In thi

hows that th

as already re

ojan Horse" t

re a general

eality, since

tics.  

movement le

sentially link

or “EL Ra

tter -which w

hin it, all the 

a ». This cam

is the one 

ady mention

f this camp 

orientations 

istant to wor

deology enfo

is not alway

a minimum 

he financial 

Mahala” in i

d landless 

nge, were 

ted in the 

ce of such 

2006 have 

conditions 

from the 

h noting is 

pt, was the 

e the latter 

is context, 

e political 

eluctant to 

to achieve 

l strike in 

 the labor 

aders’:  

ked to the 

abta”, an 

was never 

workmen 

mp is more 

who had 

ned above- 

give first 

give their 

rkers who 

orced. One 

ys aware if 

wage was 

problems 

its present 



state 

nation

allian

2)

Trade

main 

which

the do

strike

ideolo

comp

those

servic

capac

but fr

Thus

gover

rapid

econo

gover

and th

 

the fi

been 

« EL 

follow

work

be a 

other

C

 

prote

the p

was unable

nal wide cl

nces. Certain

) The secon

e Union and

goal is to he

h actually pl

ocument the

e. Despite t

ogy, these 

pany, a fact 

e leaders exe

ces” style. 

city to draw 

from their ca

, these 5 lead

rnment as w

d material ga

omic claims

rnment lang

hus not in a 

In this co

ive leaders l

the strength

Rabta » lea

wing form: 

kers claims, c

concession

rwise, a subm

Conclusion :

 In

stations are 

presence of 

e to push for

aim require

nly, this is ab

nd camp is c

d Workers Se

elp workers 

layed a key r

e GFETU ch

the fact that

leaders hav

that we can

ercise inside

In other wo

long term so

apacity to se

ders have th

well as the w

ains and the 

 that do not

uage means 

perspective 

ntext, it is w

linked to CT

hening of th

aders, the di

1) It would

certainly at t

n without co

mission vis-à

  

n order to con

the result of

a pro-gove

r the realiza

s a national

bsent, as the 

constituted o

ervices” (CT

in all matter

role in that i

hairman orde

t, they have

ve a real so

nnot understa

e the Compa

ords, their r

olutions to th

erve the wor

he privilege, 

workers langu

government

t require stru

that the lab

of  political 

worth noting

TUWS and 

he already ex

issolution o

d be in exch

the head of w

oncrete exch

à-vis the offi

 

nclude, we c

f an increasin

ernemental T

7

ation of such

l wide mob

6th of April 

of those five

TUWS) “Da

rs related to 

issue. These 

ered them to 

e less politi

ocial base 

and unless w

any. Indeed, 

role as lead

he labor pro

rkers by fulf

not to say di

uage: The w

t would only

uctural long 

bor leaders a

not even sy

g that, the re

the dissoluti

xisting divis

f the strike-

hange for ac

which the m

hange. 2) It

icial union w

 

can say that 

ng socio-eco

Trad Union

h a request,

ilization thr

strike has sh

e leaders lin

ar El Khadam

the acquisiti

five leaders

sign and ac

ical experie

and a real 

we know wh

we can call

ders is not 

oblems, as th

filling their 

isadvantage,

workers wan

y accept the 

term revisio

are not in a r

stemic chang

sult of the s

ion of the s

sions betwee

-if ever-it st

chieving a r

minimum wag

t should be

will result.xvi

the « Mahal

onomic frust

n, completely

especially b

rough the bu

hown us. 

nked to the C

mat”, an NG

ion of their r

s are those w

ccepted to di

ence and no

presence w

hat kind of l

l it the “lead

generated f

he 1st camp tr

direct mater

, of speaking

nt only to ge

achievemen

ons. Having

real opposing

ge.   

ignature  pr

trike in this

en the leade

tands should

reasonable n

ge, otherwise

e done inde

 

  

la » labor’s m

tration comb

y illegetima

because a 

uilding of 

Center for 

GO whose 

rights, and 

who signed 

ssolve the 

o political 

within the 

leadership 

dership of 

from their 

ries to do, 

rial needs. 

g both, the 

t concrete 

nt of some 

g the same 

g position 

ovided by 

 way, has 

rs. As for 

d take the 

number of 

e it would 

ependently 

movement 

bined with 

ate in the 



work

becau

the la

impo

are al

mater

term 

final 

throu

here i

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

kers eyes, a d

use, most of 

abor movem

rtant change

lways torn b

rial gains, w

goals scarif

solution to t

ugh a real co

is the absent

dynamic that

f « Mahala » 

ment in « M

e? The « Ma

between two

while sacrific

fying the acq

their problem

oalition with

t link and the

t can push fo

leaders has 

Mahala » in i

ahala » leade

o paths : Sho

cing long te

quisition of 

ms? Howev

h other actor

e real proble

8

for the creati

a real social

its actual st

ers, as well 

ould they be 

erms goals? 

short term g

er, achieving

rs from the 

em.  

ion of free T

l base inside

tate capable 

as other pro

realistic and

Or, should t

gains, and h

g such goals

political or 

Trad Union, 

e the Compa

to push for

otestation mo

d only claim

they militate

hence trying 

s can only b

the civil sp

especially 

any. But is 

r such an 

ovements, 

m for rapid 

e for long 

 to give a 

be realized 

phere, and 



9 
 

Notes 

 

                                                            
i EL Bahga toshrek ma intesarat el Omal we al mokawema we al ghadab khlelal aa’m 2008  
(Hapiness because of the workers victory : Resistance and Anger during 2008), Economic 
and Social Rights Serie, Land Center for Human Rights, n65, Mars 2008, available on: 
http://www.lchr-eg.org/  
 

ii  Mustafa Bassiouny and Omar Said, A new workers movements : The Strike wave of  2007, 
International Socialism,  n118, 31mars 2008, available on : 
http://www.isj.org.uk/index.php4?id=429&issue=118  
iii Interview with Mustapha Foda, a labor  leader in the” Egypt Company” in  Mahala, Mahala 
EL Kobra- Egypt, 15 August 2009 
ivEL Badil newspaper, 17 February 2008 
v  Marie Duboc, “Le 6 avril : un jour de colère sans grèves”, in Iman Farag (dir.), Chroniques 
2008, Cedej, Le Caire 
vi Ibid 
vii ELhamy EL Marghany, Roe’ya lema hadas fe 6 Abril ( A vision for what happened in the 
6th of April), Hisham Mubarak Law Center, 25 September 2008, available on : 
http://www.hmlc-egy.org/node/850  
viii Interview with  Karim EL Behiri, Blogger, Blog of  “Egypt Workers” (Modawanet Omal 
Masr) and a labor  leader in the” Egypt Company” in  Mahala, Cairo- Egypt, 13 January 2009 
ix Interview with Faysal Lakoshi, a labor  leader in the” Egypt Company” in  Mahala, Mahala 
EL Kobra- Egypt, 11 August 2009 
x Interview with Gaber Serkis,  member of the  Political Party Committee at  Mahala, Mahala 
EL Kobra-Egypt,  24 January 2008 
xi Interview with Abdel Moneim Emam,  member of the  Political Party Committee at  
Mahala, Cairo-Egypt,  28 December 2008 
xii Interview with Fathi Abdel Hamid, ancient labor leader at the” Egypt Company” in  
Mahala, Mahala EL Kobra- Egypt, 31 January 2009 
xiii Interview with Abdel Moneim Emam,  member of the  Political Party Committee at  
Mahala, op.cit 
xiv  For more information : McAdam, D., McCarthy, J., & Zald, M. Eds . Comparative 

Perspectives 

 on Social Movements. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996 

xv ELhamy EL Marghany, Roe’ya lema hadas fe 6 Abril ( A vision for what happened in the 
6th of April), op.cit 
xvi Interview with  Karim EL Behiri, Blogger, Blog of  “Egypt Workers” (Modawanet Omal 
Masr) and a labor  leader in the” Egypt Company” in  Mahala, op.cit 


